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November 5, 1997
The Honorable William S. Cohen The Honorable William M. Daley-
Secretary of Defense Secretary of Commerce
The Pentagon Washington, D.C. 20230
Washington, D.C. 20301
The Honorable Daniel S. Goldin
The Honorable Federico Pefia Administrator, National Aeronautics
Secretary of Energy and Space Administration
Washington, D.C. 20585 Washington, D.C. 20546

The Honorable Neal Lane

Director, National Science Foundation
4201 Wilson Boulevard

Arlington, Virginia 22230

Gentlemen:

On September 30, 1997, the Congressional bipartisan Task Force on Manufacturing and the Senate
bipartisan Task Force on Manufacturing co-sponsored a Congressional Expo on Intelligent
Machines, in coordination with Sandia National Laboratories and the Robotics and Intelligent
Machines Cooperative Council. The Congressional Expo featured presentations and panel
discussions involving key figures from the robotics and intelligent machines industry, labor
movement representatives, rescarch institutions, and federal agencies.

The Congressional Expo demonstrated that the U.S. robotics end intelligent machines industry is on
the cusp of major advances. The United States currently leads the world in enabling technologies
such as software, sensors, and controls. These next generation technologies are opening the door
to new markets and may enable the United States to regain its dominant position in the robotics and
intelligent machines industry.

We are wriling today to urge your agencies to work together and help the U.S. robotics and
intelligent machings industry exploit this opportunity. Both Senator Jeff Bingaman and Senator Pete
Domenici addressed the Congressional Expo. Senator Domenici, observing that robotics and






